ATGHANISTAN
known); and Herat, 120,000. The entire
country is estimated to possess about
8,000,000 people, and the area is about
245,000 square miles.
The Land. The country consists largely
of lofty, bare uninhabited tablelands, sandy,
barren plains, ranges of snow-covered moun-
tains and deep ravines and valleys. Some
of the valleys are well watered and fertile,
but by far the larger part of the whole sur-
face is rocky and unproductive. The cli-
mate is extremely cold in the higher, and
intensely hot in the lower regions. Fruits
of many varieties grow wild in the valleys,
and the principal crops raised are wheat,
barley, rice, maize, tobacco, sugar-cane and
cotton.
History. The history of Afghanistan
from the time of Alexander the Great to the
eighteenth century consists merely in a
series of conquests made by different na-
tions. In 1738 the country was conquered
by the Persians and for a number of years a
tolerably strong government was main-
tained. About 1825 Dost Mohammed suc-
ceeded in gaining a preponderating influence
in the country, which, from the date of the
exile of its ruler, Shah Shuja, had been in a
state of anarchy. In 1839 the British army
entered the country, occupied Kabul and re-
placed Shah Shuja on the throne; but two
years later a widespread insurrection oc-
curred among the Afghans; a number of
British officers, women and children -were
murdered, and in the following year the
British left Kabul. Soon, however, a fresh
army came from India, retook Kabul and
finished the war. Shah Shuja had been as-
sassinated and Dost Mohammed again ob-
tained the throne. He died in 1863 and left
as his successor his son, Shere Ali? who for
a time maintained friendly relations with
the British. War was declared against him,
however, in 1878; the British troops entered
Afghanistan, the ameer fled to Turkestan
and his son, Yakub Khan concluded a treaty
with the British in 1879.
Amanullah Khan became King in 1919.
He attempted many reforms on European
models but was forced to abdicate in Feb-
ruary, 1929, in favor of Ms brother Inayutul-
lah Khan, who, however, was unable to retain
control. A rebel leader, Baeha-i-Sagao, as-
sumed power in Kabul, under the title of
Habibuiah GhazL In October, 1929, a coun-
ter revolution forced Habibullah to flee Kabul,
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and Nadir Khan, a supporter of former King
Amanullah, entered Kabul and was declared
King, with the general support of the people.
:^3J     1FEICA,  next to  Asia,  is
V.''•]   /I   the largest of the world's
j /"I   major    land     divisions.
Unlike Asia, Europe and
North   America,   it   has
within its boundaries no
world   powers,   and   its
often-quoted   name,   the
"Dark Continent," seems
not  inappropriate  when
one  considers  its  many
regions   still   untouched
by    civilization.       Only
three independent states
are found in Africa, and
these are not of major im-
portance.    They are the
negro   republic   of   Li-
beria, Abyssinia and Egypt.    The last, the
home of one  of the world's most ancient
civilizations, was long under British control.
The   continent's   most   progressive   section,
known as the Union of South Africa, is a
part of the British Empire.    In fact, vast
sections of this great land division are colo-
nial possessions of the white race.
Africa has an area of about 11,500,000
square miles, including the islands belonging
to it geographically. Its length and great-
est breadth are nearly the same—5,000 and
4,500 miles—but the southern part tapers
down to form the apes of a triangle, though
not so sharply as do North and South
America. Because of the comparative regu-
larity of its coast line, Africa has few coast
waters of special significance, and the total
extent of its seaeoast is only 18,400 miles,
Europe, with an area one-third as great, has
a coast line only about 1,000 miles shorter.
The surrounding waters are the Mediter-
ranean Sea and Strait of Gibraltar on the
north, the Atlantic Ocean on the south, and
the Indian Ocean, Gulf of Aden and Red Sea
on the east. Aside from the Gulf of Guinea,
which nils the great bend in the western
coast, and the indentation which forms the
Red Sea on the northeast, there are no coast
waters of great importance. On the north
are the two small gulfs of Gabes and Sidra,
formerly known as the Great and Lesser
Syrtes.
Africa is Joined to Asia by the Isthmus
<& Suez* and barely separated from Europe

